Theater beefs up bare-bones 'Carol'
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Anthea Carns portrays the ghost of Christmas past in the Alaska Theatre of Youth production of "A Christmas Carol." Director Yngvil Vatn Guttu says this year's performances add substance to similar presentations last year. The shows will incorporate more special effects, such as floor-to-ceiling video projections. (Photo by Oliver Korshin)
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Yngvil Vatn Guttu floated into town a couple of years ago in Alaska Theatre of Youth's production of "The Red Balloon." The seasoned gypsy actress had wandered the world as a performer, director, teacher and stagehand, and she planned to return to her Montreal home. 
But. 
Like other transplanted Alaskans, she "breathed the fresh air and saw the Chugach and decided to stay." 

Fortunately, she found a job as ATY's education director and last summer became overall director of the nonprofit organization. Most of the time, that title equates to a jack of all trades. 

So it's business as usual as Guttu scampers all over town, making pickups and deliveries and gathering costumes while jotting down notes for ATY's production of "A Christmas Carol." The Charles Dickens classic stages weekends through Dec. 19 at Laurence Theatre. 

Matter of fact, she hardly stopped long enough at home to field a few questions on her cell phone. This season's production resembles last year's highly touted royal scrooging, with a few exceptions, Guttu said. 

"Last year's production was the skeleton on which we're throwing the meat on the bones for this production," she said. 

The original cast of 40 has been whittled down to 21, with Dave Harbour as Marley's ghost, Don Love as Scrooge and Cody Oliver as Bob Cratchit. That's three adults and 18 kids between the ages of 8 and 18, Guttu said. 

If anything, this production features more special effects -- a multimedia event, if you will. That means using every available space, from floor to ceiling, to project videos. 

To achieve that effect, Guttu has spent three or four filming sessions with the actors and plans to turn the theater inside out to show the audience how spirits educate Scrooge. 

"It's a lot of image making -- the ultimate light show." 

Since most folks already know the plot, this production offers an alternate world to Dickens' text. And it takes place on a big, open stage on which to roll minimal sets and props on and off, Guttu said. 

"We cast spirits of Christmas past, present and future in a theatrical heaven, like Greek gods on Mount Olympus." 

And the Laurence is the perfect venue. 

"It's smaller but creates a nice intimacy," Guttu said. "Besides, 350 seats a night is plenty to fill over 12 performances." 

Freelancer J. Mark Dudick is a former editor of 8 magazine. 
