Introduction

Good evening delegates, guests and friends.  I want to thank Dave Tuccaro and the sponsors of this conference for inviting me to speak tonight.  It is not often that I have the opportunity to be Premier Klein’s stand in! 

Later during these conference proceedings, the Honorable Jake Ootes, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment will share with you a glimpse of the NWT – where we have come from and what shapes us.  He will also provide you a snapshot of our current challenges and opportunities.

Tonight, I would like to take a different approach and speak to you about the human dimension, which forms the backdrop to the economic and political developments in the NWT and Canada. 

I ask your indulgence to listen to me as I share with you some personal perspectives of the people behind the economic boom and political buzz.

Enormous potential  

This is an exiting event. The achievements being talked about by aboriginal business leaders, oil and gas representatives, hydro and diamond experts are truly impressive.

The potential of mining, hydro, oil and gas developments, the pipeline and the development of our renewable resources, including wind power technology, are enormous. 

During these three days you will only scratch the surface of what is possible. Every time we meet, the networks get stronger, information is exchanged, experiences are shared and we see more and more of what is possible and we see it together!

Tonight, I want to talk to you about the human potential, the leadership and vision we need to identify with and celebrate because they make these economic opportunities possible. 

Leaders and partners

All I need to do is look in this room to be proud of distinguished people like Chief Daryl Beaulieu from the Yellowknife’s Dene who is not only an esteemed northern Aboriginal leader and role model, but an astute, creative and successful business man. 
These are Northerners who are leading the way towards a greater understanding of our respective interests and greater co-operation amongst the players.  

They inspire us all. In the very way they do things, they remain connected to the land, their traditions and their people, while at the same time, they sit in corporate boardrooms and together with industry forge the new way to do business: to developing the resources with a respect for the land and the environment that sustains us all.

I applaud these leaders, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal; our children and our communities depend on your vision, courage and ability to find the balance between our health, our social fabric, our environment and the development of our resources.

You will understand that part of my excitement comes from the knowledge that it is the North and its people who are leading this country in breaking new ground in how we create the wealth and prosperity of tomorrow. 

It is people like K.C. Williams sitting side by side with Nellie Cournoyea, an esteemed Inuvialuit Leader and Chair of the Inuvialuit Development Corporation, and Chief Fred Carmichael, of the Gwich’in Nation, exploring an unprecedented partnership in building a pipeline that takes northern gas to southern homes. 

It is people like Jim Excell, President of Ekati Diamond Mine, Stephen Prest, CEO of the Diavik Diamond Mine, John McConnell, V.P. of NWT De Beers negotiating impact benefit agreements with Aboriginal leaders like Grand Chief Joe Rabesca of the Dogib Nation, Chief Rick Edjericon of the Akaitcho Nation and Clem Paul of the North Slave Metis Alliance to ensure that real jobs, training and benefits from development come to their communities and people while at the same time delivering brilliant diamonds to Tiffany’s.

It is Northerners like John Bekale of BHP and Kelly Kaylo of Canadian North, who have formed a northern business coalition that has been very successful in making our northern voice heard in Ottawa when it comes to making the case for greater federal strategic investments in our booming economy.

These are seasoned politicians, experienced and successful business leaders and above all, visionaries. They are agents of unprecedented change.

An era of change and respect

There are many other examples and I know their history – I have been part of it for 30 years; I have been part of the struggle for the recognition for our people; I have worked beside them in defeat and in victory. 

I have witnessed the change on a very personal level, and I am privileged to stand before you today as the Premier of the new Northwest Territories, working in lock step with them representing the interests of all northern residents and knowing the challenge that lies ahead of us.  

And I have the confidence that we can and will do it! Together we will ensure that Northerners benefit from the development of northern resources. 

At the very essence of this change and the secret of its success is mutual respect between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people, business persons and politicians, social workers and miners, men and women, environmentalists and pipe-fitters. 

That mutual respect is the foundation of the new NWT.  It will be mutual respect for each other and our lands that will build strong economies in each of our regions. 

A combination of roles

It is mutual respect that will guide our negotiations with the federal government on devolution and resource revenue sharing; And make no mistake, everyone has a part to play:

Our communities who will live with the development that takes place in their backyards. They will need to be well informed, receive objective information and be part of the decisions that ultimately affects their very lives. 

It is incumbent upon all of us leaders to ensure that they have the necessary tools to make informed decisions to enable them to play their part.  We need to do better in that area, as the information reaching communities now about the pipeline is often contradictory and confusing. Good communication is critical and never more than now.  

For the oil and gas companies and diamond mines there will be certainty, because we will work out the rules together.  There will be no short cuts and we will do a thorough job.

Aboriginal governments of the Inuvialuit, the Dene and Metis will share jurisdictions and exercise power jointly with the Government of the Northwest Territories in the new NWT.   

The revenues from northern resource development will be shared and re-invested jointly in the economies of the new NWT.   And we will work hand in glove, side by side, with our immediate neighbours in Nunavut, Yukon and Alberta to influence the national agenda. 

From economic development, to health care. It is in this room and with all of you that I give notice to our fellow Canadians that together we are unstoppable and I look forward to a prosperous tomorrow with you. 

Canada! Take notice! Look north! You have only just begun to hear of our tomorrows.

Mahsi Cho 

Speaking Notes for Premier Stephen Kakfwi 

Aboriginal Energy and Resource Development Expo - Calgary, Alberta

December 4, 2002                                                                                                                                                                       Page 2 of 3

