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Kaska Nation Chief Negotiator

FIRST LET ME EXPRESS THE REGRETS OF TRIBAL

CHIEF HAMMOND DICK FOR NOT BEING ABLE TO

ATTEND TODAY. I AM PLEASED HOWEVER, TO HAVE

THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON HIS BEHALF.

I WANT TO THANK THE ORGANIZERS FOR

HOSTING THIS 3RD IMPORTANT CONFERENCE ON OIL

AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE FAR NORTH AND I

AM HONOURED TO SHARE THIS TIME WITH MY

FELLOW PANELISTS.
LET ME START BY LOCATING FOR YOU THE KASKA NATION COMMUNITIES AND OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY.

THE KASKA TRADITIONAL TERRITORY INCLUDES PORTIONS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE YUKON, AND 

THE NWT.  IT STRETCHES FROM THE MACMILLAN PASS AT THE YUKON - NWT BORDER TO WILLISTON LAKE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.  

THE KASKA TRIBAL COUNCIL IS COMPOSED OF THE ROSS RIVER DENA COUNCIL AND LIARD FIRST NATION IN THE YUKON.  IN BC, WE HAVE THE LOWER POST FIRST NATION NEAR WATSON LAKE, THE DEASE RIVER FIRST NATION AT GOOD HOPE LAKE, AND THE KWADACHA FIRST NATION AT FORT WARE, NORTH OF PRINCE GEORGE.

IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE KASKA, YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL BORDERS THAT SEPARATE OUR PEOPLE ARE NOT OF OUR MAKING.  THE KASKA VIEWS ITSELF AND GOVERNS ITSELF -- AS ONE NATION. 

WITH THIS PERSPECTIVE IT DOESN’T TAKE MUCH TO SEE THE UNIQUE AND OFTEN DIFFICULT CHALLENGES WE FACE. IN ORDER TO SETTLE OUR OUTSTANDING CLAIMS THE KASKA MUST DEAL WITH FOUR SEPARATE PUBLIC GOVERNMENTS AND SEVERAL DIFFERENT PROCESSES, LAND CLAIMS IN THE YUKON AND THE TREATY PROCESS IN BC IN ADDITION TO TWO TRANSBOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS, ONE OF WHICH INCLUDES THE NWT.

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT AFTER NEARLY THREE DECADES OF ON-AGAIN OFF-AGAIN NEGOTIATIONS AND FALSE STARTS WITH VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS, WE HAVE FINALLY CONVINCED THE GOVERNMENTS OF YUKON, BC, AND CANADA TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT INSPITE OF THOSE BORDERS WE ARE ONE PEOPLE.

WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE BREAKTHROUGH THAT WILL MAKE SETTLEMENTS POSSIBLE AND IN REGARDS TO THE YUKON WE HOPE, SOONER THAN LATER.

IN THIS SESSION WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO ADDRESS OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS AND FIRST NATIONS. I WANT TO TELL YOU THEN HOW THE KASKA NATION IS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THIS SECTOR

I BELIEVE SHARING SUCH INFORMATION IS IMPORTANT IF WE ARE TO GAIN UNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN US AND REACH COMMON GOALS.

THE KASKA NATION IS ACTIVELY PURSUING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK THAT COVERS ALL MAJOR SECTORS, INCLUDING OIL AND GAS, MINING, FORESTRY, TOURISM, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY.

THE KASKA’S VISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS ONE OF JOINT VENTURES, PARTNERSHIPS AND STRATEGIC ALLIANCES.  OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY IS RICH WITH RESOURCES AND THE KASKA WANT TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE STRATEGIES WE’VE DEVELOPED TO PROTECT THE KASKA RIGHTS AND INTERESTS.

I WILL TALK TODAY ABOUT OUR EFFORTS IN OIL AND GAS AND FOCUS MAINLY IN THE YUKON

THE KASKA ARE SEEKING SURFACE AND SUB-SURFACE RIGHTS TO CERTAIN LANDS IN THE SOUTHEAST YUKON.

ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT HAVE A FINAL AGREEMENT WITH REGARD TO THOSE LANDS, THE YUKON OIL AND GAS ACT REQUIRES THAT AN IMPACT BENEFIT AGREEMENT BE SIGNED BETWEEN INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT AND THE KASKA FOR ANY EXPLORATION OR DEVELOPMENT WORK THAT EXCEEDS ONE MILLION DOLLARS.

ADDITIONALLY, WHEN THE KASKA AGREED TO THE DEVOLUTION OF OIL AND GAS MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION FROM OTTAWA TO THE YUKON  ONE OF THE CONDITIONS WE INSISTED ON WAS THAT KASKA CONSENT BE REQUIRED FOR ANY OIL AND GAS ACTIVITY IN OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY.  WE WERE SUCCESSFUL IN OUR NEGOTIATIONS AND TODAY THE YUKON OIL AND GAS ACT STATES THAT NO OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT WILL BE ALLOWED WITHOUT KASKA AGREEMENT.
IMPACT BENEFIT AGREEMENTS

OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN 20 MILLION DOLLARS INVESTED IN SEISMIC EXPLORATION IN SOUTHEAST YUKON.  

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF YUKON AND CANADA, THE KASKA HAVE APPROVED THE LICENSES AND PERMITS BASED ON THREE IMPACT BENEFIT AGREEMENTS SIGNED BETWEEN INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENT AND THE KASKA.

TWO OTHER IMPACT BENEFIT AGREEMENTS WERE NEGOTIATED FOR THIS YEAR.  

THESE AGREEMENTS DEAL WITH CONSULTATION, TRAINING, EMPLOYMENT, AND CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE KASKA. 

WE’RE EXPECTING ONE TO TWO HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS OF EXPLORATION WORK TO BE DONE WHEN LAND TENURES ARE GRANTED, WHICH WILL FOLLOW THE COMPLETION OF THE LAND CLAIM AGREEMENTS.  

THE KASKA HAVE ALSO SET UP A COMPANY TO DEAL WITH THE EXPECTED SEISMIC DRILLING ACTIVITY IN THE YUKON. 

WE KNOW THAT BASIC SAFETY STANDARDS NEED TO BE MET IN ORDER TO WORK IN THE ENERGY INDUSTRY AND WE ARE GEARING UP ACCORDINGLY. WE HAVE TRAINED PEOPLE FOR ENTRY-LEVEL JOBS IN SEISMIC WORK AND DRILLING AND HAVE DEVELOPED A SAFETY MANUAL TO MEET INDUSTRY REQUIREMENTS.

THE KASKA COMPANY  ALSO PROVIDES CAMP AND CATERING SERVICES TO INDUSTRY.

JOINT VENTURE

THE KASKA’S INTEREST IN THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY GOES BEYOND THE YUKON BORDERS. THE KASKA SIGNED A JOINT VENTURE AGREEMENT WITH AKITA DRILLING, A DRILLING COMPANY WITH OPERATIONS ALL OVER THE WORLD.  

UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WE NOW OWN 20 PER CENT OF A DRILLING RIG THAT IS CURRENTLY WORKING IN BC.  THIS EXPERIENCE WILL BE INVALUABLE TO THE KASKA AND WILL LEAVE US WELL POSITIONED FOR FUTURE DRILLING ACTIVITY IN THE SOUTHEAST YUKON.

WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO DEVELOPMENT ... IN FACT ... WE’RE EXCITED BY THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN A SENSIBLE APPROACH TO OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE NORTH. 

WE WANT TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MANY VALUABLE RESOURCES IN OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY AND WE WANT TO BE PARTNERS WITH INDUSTRY AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE RESOURCES. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS
THE KASKA ALSO SIGNED AN INTERIM MEASURES AGREEMENT WITH THE BC GOVERNMENT THAT SETS OUT KASKA PARTICIPATION IN THE PERMITTING APPROVAL PROCESS FOR OIL AND GAS AND MINING ACTIVITY WITHIN OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY IN BC.   

THIS AGREEMENT WILL PROVIDE SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS TO THE KASKA TO ENABLE US TO BUILD OUR CAPACITY AND ALLOW US TO ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY.

IT PROVIDES FOR COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS THAT WILL ALLOW DIALOGUE ON THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY WITHIN THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY.  AND IT PROVIDES FUNDING FOR A KASKA-HOSTED OIL AND GAS CONFERENCE, AND A MINING CONFERENCE.
IN RETURN, GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY GAIN THE NECESSARY CERTAINTY TO PURSUE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY IN OUR TRADITIONAL TERRITORY.

THE AGREEMENT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT ALLOWS THE KASKA TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL ARISE AS A RESULT OF THE EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF OIL AND GAS AND MINING WITHIN THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY.
THE EXPERIENCE WE GAIN IN THIS AREA WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE TO THE KASKA FOR OUR PARTICIPATION IN OIL AND GAS PROJECTS IN THE YUKON.

I HAVE TRIED TO PROVIDE BY THIS BRIEF REPORT SOME ILLUSTRATION OF OUR COMMITMENT AND DETERMINATION TO BUILD MODERN SUSTANABLE ECONOMIES FOR OUR COMMUNITIES.

WE KNOW THAT THESE ARE VERY EARLY DAYS BUT OUR TOE IS IN THE WATER. WE ALSO KNOW THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR ASPIRATIONS AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO BUILDING PROFITABLE BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS WITH FIRST NATION NEIGHBOURS IN THE YUKON, BC AND THE NWT AND INCLUDING WITH BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN ALASKA. 

LET ME TURN NOW, TO MEETING THE CHALLENGES AHEAD.

I BELIEVE AS NORTHERNERS A NEW PERSPECTIVE AND A FRESH APPROACH IS REQUIRED IF WE ARE TO REACH OUR GOALS AND BRING STABILITY AND PROSPERITY TO THE REGION.

THAT NEW APPROACH CAN BE SUMMED UP VERY SIMPLY…COOPERATION.

OF COURSE, SEEKING COOPERATION IN ORDER TO ATTAIN OUR GOALS IS NEITHER NEW OR SIMPLE.

BUT WHAT I WANT TO SUGGEST IS THAT WE NEED TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT TO COOPERATION AS A GUIDING PRINCIPLE IN NEGOTIATIONS, PLANNING, BUSINESS, RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND SO ON IF WE ARE TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNTIES AND POTENTIAL BEFORE US.

THE NORTH IS A VAST AREA WITH A RELATIVELY SMALL POPULATION. UNLIKE THE SOUTH OUR FUTURE DEPENDS MORE AND MORE ON COMPLEX AND LARGE-SCALE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NON RENEWABLE RESOURCES. IT IS ALSO A FRAGILE LAND WHERE WE MUST BE FOREVER VIGILANT ABOUT PROTECTING THE LANDS, RESOURCES AND WATERS THAT SUSTAIN US.

IN THE MIDST OF OUR GREAT SADNESS, ANGER AND CONFUSION OVER THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11 WE ARE ALSO UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE ARE IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR FUTURE THAT AT THE MOMENT WE CAN’T BEGIN TO KNOW OR UNDERSTAND. IT IS CLEAR HOWEVER THAT THE VAST RESERVES OF OIL AND GAS IN THE NORTH HAVE TAKEN ON A NEW AND PERHAPS URGENT IMPORTANCE.

FOR ALL THESE REASONS IT IS, IN MY MIND, ALSO CLEAR THAT AS INDUSTRY, GOVERNMENTS AND FIRST NATIONS WE NEED EACH OTHER AND WE NEED TO WORK TOGETHER AND FIND COMMON GROUND AS NEVER BEFORE.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN IN KASKA TERMS?

THE FIRST PRIORITY OF THE KASKA NATION IS TO CONCLUDE OUTSTANDING LAND CLAIMS, TREATIES AND TRANSBOUNDARY AGREEMENTS.

ALTHOUGH WE CONTINUE TO PURSUE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, FINAL AGREEMENTS ARE THE REAL KEY TO UNLOCKING ALL OF THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL THE KASKA TERRITORY HAS TO OFFER.

 FINAL AGREEMENTS WILL PROVIDE CERTAINTY FOR INDUSTRY AND RESULT IN INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR ALL YUKONERS.

 I WON’T GO INTO THE DETAILS OF OUR TREATY NEGOTIATIONS HERE, BUT I DO WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE BELIEVE- IT WOULDN’T TAKE MUCH TO SETTLE OUR CLAIMS IN THE YUKON.

THE TRANSBOUNDARY AGREEMENT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AS IT IS CENTRAL TO OUR RECOGNITION AS A NATION.

AT THE SAME TIME WE RECOGNIZE THE PRIORITIES OF THE PREMIER OF THE YUKON AND HER GOVERNMENT. THE PREMIER DEALS WITH INCREDIBLE PRESSURE TO KICK START THE YUKON’S SPUTTERING ECONOMY AND PROVIDE JOBS AND OPPORTUNITIES FORITS CITIZENS. WE KNOW THAT SAME KIND OF PRESSURE FROM OUR COMMUNITIES AND WE SHARE THE PREMIER’S COMMITMENT TO BRING BETTER TIMES TO THE TERRITORY.

WE RECOGNIZE THE PREMIER’S PRIORITY FOR DEVOLUTION AND HAVE SPENT ALMOST FOUR YEARS AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE WITH OTHER FIRST NATIONS, CANADA AND YTG WORKING TO ACHIEVE A DEVOLUTION AGREEMENT WHICH REFLECTS ALL PARTIES ASPIRATIONS. TOO MUCH IS AT STAKE TO RISK NOT COMPLETING THAT JOURNEY TOGETHER. TO CONTEMPLATE OTHERWISE MAKES NO SENSE.

INDEED WE SUCCEEDED WITH AN AGREEMENT FOR THE DEVOLUTION OF OIL AND GAS AFTER WHICH THE YUKON GOVERNMENT AND FIRST NATIONS ALSO JOINTLY NEGOTIATED THE COMMON REGIME TO REGULATE OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE YUKON.  THE COMMON REGIME IS ALSO UNFINISHED BUSINESS. IT REMAINS AN IMPORTANT AND INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO THIS SECTOR IN THE TERRITORY WHICH SHOULD BE COMPLETED… TOGETHER.

THE NEXT FEW MONTHS OF EFFORT ARE CRUCIAL AS THE FEDERAL MANDATE FOR CLAIMS IN THE YUKON COMES TO AN END. 

IT IS INCUMBENT ON THE KASKA, THE FEDERAL AND TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS TO CONSIDER OUR RESPECTIVE PRIORITIES AND SEE THESE NEXT FEW MONTHS AS AN HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE MAJOR PROGRESS ON ALL OF THEM. 

IN CLOSING, I WANT TO SAY THAT IT WILL TAKE LEADERSHIP, POLITICAL WILL, COURAGE AND FORESIGHT. MUCH IS AT STAKE.

 I BELIEVE IT IS TIME, TIME FOR BOLD ACTION. 

I BELIEVE PREMIER DUNCAN, THE KASKA LEADERS AND THE MINISTER NAULT CAN AND WILL SEIZE THE MOMENT. THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY WILL BE A MAJOR BENEFICIARY.

MUSSI 


