                           Media Conference – Opening Remarks

· Good morning. My name is Rick O’Brien, Chief of the Kwanlin Dun First Nation and with me is Mike Smith, Chief Land Claims negotiator and  Councillor Darwin O’Brien

· Our First Nation is the largest in the Yukon and our Traditional Territory includes the Yukon’s capital city of Whitehorse and a large portion of the proposed Alaska Highway pipeline route. You will see a map in your Press Kit that clearly shows our location

· In April of this year we released our strategy to prepare for the construction of an Alaska Highway Gas Pipeline. In it we laid out a road map detailing our First Nation’s interest in pipeline development and ways which industry and government could work with us to make the pipeline happen

· The purpose of the media conference today is to express our continued support for the construction of the pipeline and to express our anger and dismay over the Federal Government’s hostility towards it

· Last year when the gas producers were looking into the feasibility of various routes to transport gas from Alaska to southern markets we were assured by the Federal Government that they would not be favouring any particular route

· We expected them to prepare and work with northerners, in a professional manner, for the construction of any pipeline project whether it be down the Alaska Highway or down the Mackenzie Valley or both 

· We did not expect that they would instead openly and aggressively campaign against the pipeline and against the best interests of Yukon people and residents of northern British Columbia and Alberta

· By this summer we watched the Prime Minister and the Minister of Natural Resources lobby against any public incentives to support the Alaska Highway project. They even talked about intentionally slowing down the regulatory process to prevent the project from happening anytime soon

· They had decided that the Mackenzie Valley project should go ahead and seemed determined to strangle the Alaska Highway Pipeline in the process

· For whatever reason they pretended to ignore the fact that the North American gas market is growing tremendously and can easily absorb gas from the Mackenzie Delta, Prudhoe Bay and even from promising fields along the Alaska Highway pipeline corridor in Canada.

· For what ever reason they pretended that they didn’t remember that the Canadian government itself routinely provides incentives to support frontier oil and gas development and instead attacked American risk sharing proposals in the US Energy Policy Act.
· For what ever reason they decided to ignore the benefits this pipeline can bring to First Nations in the Yukon, Northern BC and Alberta and as well as all Canadians.
· Hundreds of thousands of jobs will be created; billions of dollars will be spent in Canada and billions in new tax revenue will be going to governments.

· In case people haven’t noticed, and I will forgive you if you haven’t, the Yukon economy is in a serious long term economic slump. Hard rock mining, oil and gas, and forestry activities are in the roughest shape in a hundred years. 

· We need to see new resource development activity happen.

· We need to see new dollars invested in the every sector of the economy

· We don’t need our own Federal Government working against us and trying to hold us down

· Instead we would like to see them showing the same enthusiasm for a well resourced regulatory process that they seem to be showing to the Mackenzie Valley project

· We would also like to see them provide reasonable financial support to First Nations, just as they are considering doing in the Northwest Territories, to ensure that we can achieve a reasonable benefit from the project and ensure that the integrity of the lands, resources and environment in our traditional territories is not compromised

· We know that the Alaska Highway project is not guaranteed to happen.

· We know that there is a lot of work to be done to plan for a project of this size

· We are working hard to complete our land claim with Canada and the Yukon Government knowing that the land claim will enhance land ownership and regulatory certainty and consequently benefit the pipeline project

· We have not had a good experience with much of the major development occurring in the past in the Yukon but we believe  with hard work on our side and the right amount of attention by industry and government we can ensure this project has the greatest chance of happening….of being profitable ….and of benefiting all Canadians.

.

