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Rick O’Brien, Chief, Kwanlin Dun First Nation 
Rick O’Brien has come a long way since he was first elected Chief of Kwanlin Dun First Nation on 
March 22, 1999. A journeyman carpenter by trade, Chief O’Brien has undergone a steep learning curve since taking office, but he has always managed to keep an “open-door policy.”

Before taking on the role of chief, O’Brien worked in construction, and eventually earned a journeyman carpenter certificate. He established his own successful business in commercial and residential construction and maintenance. 

Kwanlin Dun is the only Yukon First Nation community located in an urban setting. It is also the territory’s largest First Nation with about 1,100 members. Its traditional lands exceed the city limits of Whitehorse, and include the Yukon River and many of its tributaries. Largely because of this location, the issues facing Kwanlin Dun today are complex and present a unique challenge. It’s a challenge that Chief O’Brien has chosen to take on. He was recently re-elected to another three-year term in office.

As chief, he has many priorities, but at the top of the list is the settlement of Kwanlin Dun’s land claim. Chief O’Brien says, “A land claim deal will give Kwanlin Dun control over our destiny. It will help us to

prepare for whatever lies ahead. Kwanlin Dun is close to meeting the March 31 deadline, but it will take 
a commitment from all sides to reach a fair resolution to our land claims. At the same time, we understand that in order for the Yukon to grow and prosper that development must take place and Kwanlin Dun intends to be a part of it. 

“In the past, Kwanlin Dun has been left out of major developments that took place on our traditional lands, but we are determined not to let history repeat itself. We, as leaders, are going to ensure that our people benefit from any future development, such as an Alaska Highway pipeline project. It is why, over the past few months, Kwanlin Dun has been preparing itself for such a project,” says Chief O’Brien.

“Kwanlin Dun wants to work with the oil and gas industry to ensure responsible development, employment for our people and adequate resources to take care of any fallout that may occur as a result of development. If we work together, we can both realize our dreams. My door is open.” 
Darwin O’Brien, Councillor, Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Councillor Darwin O’Brien is one of Kwanlin Dun’s up-and-coming leaders. He was first elected to 
office on Mar. 22, 1999, and was recently re-elected to serve another term. O’Brien is a plumber/gas 
fitter by trade. He still manages to operate his own business while keeping up with the daily demands 
of being a councillor 

O’Brien says, “Being a councillor is sometimes a difficult job, but it can also be rewarding. You’re 
making decisions that will benefit everyone. These decisions will help us to move forward and secure 
our future. It’s like you’re on a big ship and rather than being a passenger, you are helping to steer”

He says, “Land claims are a priority. It’s important for Kwanlin Dun to have a land claims package that 
is acceptable to Kwanlin Dun people. We understand that a pipeline will provide short-term jobs, so it 
is important for us to be prepared for the long term. A land claim will help us do that.” 

As the Councillor responsible for the Economic Development portfolio, O’Brien says one of his main 
goals is to create sustainable development for Kwanlin Dun. “We need more employment and training programs so our people can get meaningful employment on the pipeline, or any other project. We see 
the pipeline as a stepping stone for our people to get some of those skills.”

O’Brien says he’s concerned about the influx of people a pipeline will bring. “There’s no doubt it will have social and economic implications for Kwanlin Dun. I only hope that the oil companies negotiate in good faith. A good deal will not only benefit Kwanlin Dun, but the oil-and-gas industry as well. It’s important that Kwanlin Dun have meaningful participation in all stages of the pipeline development. By doing that, 
it will go a long ways to minimizing the impacts on our community.” 

Piers McDonald, Senior Pipeline Advisor, Kwanlin Dun
As Senior Pipeline Advisor, McDonald’s role is to assist the Kwanlin Dun First Nation Government in strategic planning for pipeline development. 

McDonald has a lengthy and prominent history of actively addressing significant public issues in the Yukon. From 1996 to 2000, he was Premier of the Yukon, as well as Minister of Finance. 

McDonald began his career in the mid-’70s as an underground miner for United Keno Hill Mines Ltd., 
and was elected to the Yukon Legislative Assembly in 1982 when he became Opposition critic for Rural Development, Labour, Occupational Health and Safety, and Workers’ Compensation. 

In 1995 and 1996, McDonald was Leader of the Official Opposition, and was Opposition critic for Finance and Economic Development from 1992 to 1996. Between 1985 and 2000, when he was an MLA and Minister, he held a number of portfolios, including: Economic Development, Finance, Education, and Community and Transportation Services. He is currently a consultant and partner in Touch the North Inc, which specializes in community and economic development, and First Nations relations.
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