Kwanlin Dun First Nation Government Speaking Notes

Press Conference March 19th Whitehorse and Calgary

Chair: Welcomes all. Explains how the conference will run. Explain media kit contents. There will be a statement read followed by a Question Period. Introduce Chief to speak

(Recently re-elected and in his second term as Leader)

Chief:

· Good morning to the members of the media who are joining us. 

· With me today in Calgary is Judy Gingell, President and CEO of the Kwanlin Development Corporation, Former Grand Chief of the Council of Yukon First Nations and former Commissioner of the Yukon

· With you in Calgary, as well, is Darwin O’Brien, a senior counselor with the First Nation Government

· Here in Whitehorse I am also happy to be joined by other Counselors and officers of the Kwanlin Development Corp.

· Joining me here in Whitehorse is our senior pipeline advisor, Piers McDonald, Yukon’s former premier

· Our First Nation is the largest in the Yukon and our Traditional Territory includes the Yukon’s capital city of Whitehorse and a large portion of the proposed Alaska Highway pipeline route. You will see a map in your Press Kit that clearly shows our location

· I am speaking to you today from Whitehorse and would have liked to join you in Calgary today but an imposed March 31st deadline for our land claim negotiations makes it very important that I remain close to home at this critical time

· The purpose of today’s press conference is to release our Draft Pipeline Engagement Strategy and to explain to the public why we are very concerned about how the project has been handled thus far, and more importantly, to explain how we believe we can help make this project proceed

· The bottom line is that we can support the pipeline project, if and only if, real measures are taken to address the issues that we will raise today… issues that are of great importance to northern first nations people including Kwanlin Dun

· I now turn the floor over to Judy Gingell to make some initial comments

Judy Gingell:

· Thank you Chief, it’s a pleasure to be here with you today and welcome

· The Strategy that the Chief spoke of is a Draft because it is a work in progress and today is Phase 1 of what will be a much longer journey for us

· To date, we have been largely kept in the dark by Industry and other Governments on this Project, and we believe that this is unacceptable

· From this day forward we intend to make sure that we help get this pipeline built, and more importantly, built the right way with the right approach

· In the Yukon we have seen the Federal and Territorial Governments establish pipeline preparedness teams, which have been communicating with industry. Gas producers and transporters have invested heavily in calculating the costs and assessing the issues associated with an Alaska Highway pipeline option. This is all taking place well in advance of a construction decision

· In the NWT, we have witnessed producers and various First Nations working together in advance of any project decision there and, in fact, approaching the Federal government for serious resourcing. The Federal Government is currently considering a $60 million proposal from NWT First Nations to finance their work. With the Alaska Highway route this is not the case.

· We believe that the First Nation governments in the Yukon should be engaged in serious planning work now as well. It is the responsible thing to do.

· We have done a tremendous amount of homework on this matter. We have been researching recent Canadian court legal precedents such as the Delgamuuk, the Taku River Tlingit as well as the James Bay decisions, particularly respecting the obligations of Governments and Industry to consult on major developments within our Traditional Territory. This work sets the basic underlying tone for our Strategy

· We believe that there has to be:

1) Real consultation now among northern First Nations Industry and Government at the highest levels

2) Real resources provided by Governments and Industry to allow Kwanlin Dun to properly plan and prepare jointly with Industry to maximize long-term benefits and mitigate all negative impacts

3) Real effort to deal with such things as determining an acceptable modern day Regulatory Process in the Yukon for this Project 

This work needs to be done now in advance of the rush that will take place after a construction decision is made. We do not want a process that steamrolls people into decisions under duress. 

· We intend to make formal requests to support our involvement in these key areas in the here and now.

· This work has to happen now to ensure certainty for us, for Investors, for business and for other Yukoners now

· I now turn back the floor to our Chief, Rick O’ Brien

Chief:

· Thank you Judy

· As I mentioned earlier we are in the final stages of negotiating our land claim. It would bring certainty for everyone if these negotiations were successfully concluded. This would greatly improve the prospects of the timely advancement of the Alaska Highway Pipeline

· Our people have been left out of decisions that affected us deeply such as the Klondike Gold Rush and the building of the Alaska Highway. Our people refuse to sit back in that manner again when developments happen in our Traditional Territory. We need to get serious work done now to get this Project right for future generations

· Industry and Governments who try to promote this project under rights and certificates granted to them in the in the 1970’s ignore modern day legal and land claim realities

· We have a right to be brought into all phases and all aspects of this project and require the resources to participate effectively

· With recent developments in the US Senate on producer concessions the economics of this project improve daily

· We urge Industry and Government not to ignore Kwanlin Dun who can play a very constructive role in relation to this development

· We do not want to be forced into costly and delaying legal action when some real effort now to address real issues will be much more productive

· We see benefit for the long term from this pipeline over the long term and are therefore calling on the Yukon Government to organize land exploration rights sales in the Whitehorse Trough so that we can prosper further from another benefit resulting from pipeline construction

· In summary we believe that we can support the timely advancement of the pipeline on certain conditions:

· Kwanlin Dun must be properly consulted and be provided with sufficient funding now to undertake its own assessment and preparations. The settling of the outstanding land claim would be a good first step

· Environmental, social, cultural and economic impacts must be addressed

· Kwanlin Dun must get good long – term economic benefits

· Thank you very much for coming and for listening. We will now answer some questions and we welcome you to review our Strategy

