
Like a Family

By

Dave Harbour


Like a family, Alaskan citizens are somewhat bound by the actions and destiny of each other.  Unlike a family, accountability and responsibility are difficult to assign.


Like a family, as long as the finances are secure, life goes on fairly normally.  Unlike a family, when financial challenges become too great, the whole state can’t just ‘get another job’, or ‘go somewhere else’.


Let’s look for a moment at gas pipeline and fiscal crisis issues in a ‘family’ context to better understand our prospects for prosperity, or even survival.


Let’s say your family has a retirement fund and an education IRA for the kids.  Say, you get laid off next month.  

Let’s say you get a job offer and respond, “Well, O.K. I’ll come to work if you throw in a company car, double the vacation leave and allow me to come to work when my schedule permits.  I’ll be a hard worker, but my supervisor will have to understand that I will do the job ‘my way’.  If you can’t handle those requirements, I’ll live off savings until I get a better offer.”


In November, we’ll vote on Ballot Measure 3, a very popular gasline initiative.  In essence, those who signed it said free enterprise hasn’t done a good job in delivering a gas pipeline project for Alaska and we can make it happen with a government organization.  Next year that organization will come up with a plan that we’ll finance.


Last year, the Legislature and Administration spent millions of dollars on inquiries: the Governor’s Alaska Gas Pipeline Policy Council and the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Natural Gas Pipelines.  The groups didn’t produce any meaningful incentives for industry to build a gas pipeline, but did spend our savings, producing demands that industry build the pipeline ‘our way’.


In short, a 2001-02 Alaska mentality is: “Do it my way or I’ll spend my savings until I get a better offer.”  If this seems both foolish and arrogant, it is.


Last week in Anchorage, Common Ground produced an excellent conference on Alaska’s fiscal crisis.  The consensus is that the state will consume its savings by 2004 when we’ll have a $1 billion/year budget hole.  This generation is spending the next generation’s legacy; some parents we are!  

A gas pipeline might provide a few hundred million/year by 1010 or 2011, but too late to help with the immediate crisis.  That leaves income taxes, elimination of programs and tapping the permanent fund.


As a member of this state family, I’d suggest we need to conserve our financial resources.  We should vote no on Ballot Measure 3, well intended as it is.  We should discourage government tribunals and any socialistic efforts to dictate free enterprise investment.  We should have confidence in our free enterprise system and encourage companies to invest ‘their way’.  If a company goes astray, as this Enron Age reminds us can happen, we vigorously enforce the rule of law.


In this way, our Alaska family might just get back on firmer financial footing and experience the joys of living a normal life, free of financial fears.
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Note: this original manuscript was edited somewhat for publication in the 10-10-02 edition of the Anchorage Chronicle.  -dh








