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· Ed Schultz, the Grand Chief of the Council of Yukon First Nations has asked me, to speak on his behalf.  He was unable to attend this conference due to other commitments.

· I am honoured to speak on behalf of the CYFN and its members.  I would like to acknowledge the other Yukon First Nations attending this conference, including the Kluane First Nation, Kwanlin Dun First Nation.   

· I am the chair of the Ta’an Kwach’an Council.  A First Nation located at Lake Labarge in the southern Yukon Territory.  Whitehorse, the largest city in the Yukon Territory, is located within our traditional territory.

· The last few months of the Ta’an Kwach’an Council have been eventful.

· Earlier this year, we concluded our land claim negotiations, and recently, our community ratified these Final and Self-Government modern day comprehensive treaty agreements three weeks ago.  Chief Jim Boss, the hereditary chief of the Ta’an Kwach’an, originally requested the negotiation of a treaty with the Government of Canada in 1902. With the  influx of gold seekers Klondike Goldrush of 1898, he wrote a letter to the King of England. He said, “Tell the King very hard, that we need to do something for the Indians, because they take our land, fish and animals.”

· Postal service is very slow but…100 years to deliver. 

· Through Chief Jim Boss, Ta’an people have been heartbeat of Land Claims in the Yukon. 

· When the Ta’an people recently ratified this land claim, the 100-year vision, dream & legacy of Chief Jim Boss was honored.

· Under these agreements, the Ta’an First nation has been re-established, and is recognized as a government with ownership and law-making authority over our Settlement Lands that amount to more than 300 square miles in the Whitehorse area.

· Similar to other Yukon First Nations, we see economic autonomy as a priority.  The TA’AN is committed to pursuing those economic opportunities that will provide tangible benefits to our citizens and communities without compromising our traditional values.

· To that end, the Ta’an recently entered into formal discussions with other Yukon First Nations, and have signed a Memorandum of Understanding with SNC-Lavalin International and Golden Hill Ventures to ensure that we can maximize the benefits and opportunities related to the construction of any pipeline through the Yukon Territory. The other First Nations assisted with this business consortium are White River, Kluane, Champagne/Aishihik, Kwanlin Dun, and Ta’an. We believe that these partnerships can bring significant benefits to our citizens and communities.

· Ta’an Kwach’an Council is excited about the future and the opportunities related to the oil and gas industry in the Yukon Territory.

· I want to provide some background of the CYFN and its context within the government structure of the Yukon Territory.

-
The CYFN is the central organization of 11 of 14 Yukon First Nations. 

· The CYFN was established in 1973 to facilitate the settlement of a comprehensive land claim agreement on behalf of the Yukon First Nations.  In 1993, the CYFN signed the Umbrella Final Agreement with the federal and territorial governments.  The UFA is a framework that sets out the parameters for the land claim agreements, which would be negotiated with each Yukon First Nations.

· Under the UFA, Yukon First Nations will regain and retain over 16,000 square miles, of settlement land, which represents approximately 10 percent of the total area of the Yukon Territory.  Yukon First Nations will have broad legislative powers and authorities with respect to their lands and citizens.  Yukon First Nations will also receive significant capital compensation payments under their agreements from the federal government.

-
At present, eight of our members have ratified their agreements, including the Ta’an Kwach’an Council (my favorite). Three others remain at the negotiation table.  We hope that their agreements will be concluded over the next several months.

· The present route of the proposed Alaska Highway pipeline would cross the traditional territories of six of our members, including the White River First Nation, Kluane First Nation, Champagne/Aishihik, Teslin Tlingit Council, Carcross/Tagish First Nation and Ta’an Kwach’an Council. Four of these six members have reached final land claim agreements.

· It would also cross the territories of three other Yukon First Nations - the KDFN, Liard First Nation and Ross River Dena Council - who are not members of the CYFN at this time and, therefore, I will not speak on their behalf.

What are our past experiences with major developments:

· The renewed interest in the Alaska Highway pipeline and oil and gas development in the Yukon Territory raises both challenges and opportunities for Yukon First Nations.  The Yukon First Nations want to finalize and implement their land claim agreements and this must remain the priority for the federal and territorial governments.

· First nations often find themselves caught between the old way and the new.

-
However, we also want to pursue economic opportunities.  We want to create employment and training opportunities for our citizens and generate wealth for our communities.  But we do not want to compromise the environmental integrity of our traditional territories or compound the adverse social and economic elements of our communities.

-
We have seen large projects in the Yukon Territory before - and, in many cases, our communities and citizens did not benefit in sort of meaningful way from those projects.

-
Whether it was the Klondike Gold Rush in 1898, the construction of the Alaska Highway in the 1940s, or the operation of large mines in the 1970s and1980s, the negative social and economic impacts fell disproportionally on our citizens and communities.

-
Often these projects also had negative impacts on our communities and the environment of our traditional territories.  Social disruption occurred.  Our cultural values were displaced.  Our political voices were marginalized.  The ability of our citizens to hunt and trap and live on the land was compromised. 

-
We have learned from the experiences of these past projects.  We do not want “boom and bust” economic cycles in our communities.  We want an economy that is concerned about the well being of our communities and provides skills and employment to our citizens and long-term benefits to our communities. 

-
We have learned that we need to work with Government and industry in order to maximize the benefits and mitigate the adverse impacts. 

-
We are committed to sustainable development.  This means that we are not prepared to sell our children’s future or jeopardize our values for the sake of temporary benefits.  We are not prepared to risk the integrity of the lands and resources or the health of the fish and wildlife of our traditional territories.

-
To that end, the CYFN supports the efforts of the Gwitch’in people to oppose drilling in the National Arctic Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.  The calving grounds of the Porcupine Caribou Herd and the culture of the Gwitch’in must not be threatened by oil and gas developments.

What are the relationships with other governments:
-
We believe that we can have an oil and gas industry in the North that accommodates our needs, addresses our concerns and respects our cultures.  But this can only be achieved if government and industry are committed to work with us in a meaningful manner.

-
Unless we work together, the legacy of pipeline development will reflect the development of other large projects in the North: First Nations will endure the bulk of the adverse social, economic and environmental impacts while minimal benefits, if any, will flow to our communities and citizens.

-
We are not stakeholders.  We are not special interest groups.  We are not non-governmental organizations 

· We are governments. We have established the foundation of partnerships with the federal and territorial governments in our constitutionally protected land claim agreements.  We have also established an inter-governmental forum in which our chiefs and the territorial Cabinet meet bi-annually to discuss matters.  However, there remains much more work to fully establish a meaningful and substantive partnership with the federal and territorial governments.

· We want to be part of the planning, assessment and regulation of projects in the Yukon Territory. 

-
In order to mitigate any adverse impacts created by the construction and operation of the Alaska Highway pipeline, the CYFN has told the federal government that it must have a substantive and meaningful role in the assessment and regulation of any pipeline in the Yukon Territory.

-
This role in the assessment and regulatory processes will ensure that our concerns are addressed.  It will ensure that our traditional knowledge will be considered and respected.

-
While some of our members are actively involved in regional oil and gas developments in the Yukon, we need all First Nation governments in the North to work together and share information to ensure that we benefit from pipeline development whether it occurs in the Yukon Territory, NWT or both.

-
To that end, the CYFN has initiated discussions with tribal organizations in Alaska and the First Nations in the NWT and Northern British Columbia to establish a pan-northern agreement committing First Nations to share information and resources and work together whatever the pipeline route is.  We expect to conclude this agreement over the next several months.

We need relationships with industry:
-
Long after pipelines are built and oil and gas resources are depleted, we will still be living in our communities. This is our home and we have nowhere else to go.  That is why we need to ensure that the long-term benefits flow to our citizens and communities and adverse impacts are mitigated. 

-
If industry intends to undertake projects related to lands and resources in our traditional territories, there must be a partnership. We will not sit on the sidelines while others profit from such projects, and this is one of the main reasons why many Yukon First Nations have entered into a Business consortium with SNC-Lavilin International, Golden Hill Ventures Ltd. and ACR.

-
We see the negotiation of impact and benefit agreements (“IBAs”) as one tool to provide meaningful benefits to our citizens and communities and promote sustainable development.

-
From our perspective, IBAs have two principal purposes.

-
Firstly, they can be used to address the concerns of First Nations.  As stated earlier, large projects often have adverse effects on the way of life of our citizens and the health of our communities.  

-
Secondly, IBAs can be used to ensure that our citizens and communities have the opportunity to obtain both short and long-term benefits from projects within their traditional territories.

-
Both purposes reflect the fundamental principle that it is no longer acceptable to undertake projects in our traditional territories, which impose significant costs at the community level, while benefits are, enjoyed elsewhere.

-
Whether it is by way of IBAs or partnerships with industry or both, we need to ensure that our citizens form the basis of the oil and gas workforce in the North.  This means that industry must be committed to train and employ our citizens - it is unacceptable if our citizens are offered only “pick-and-shovel” employment opportunities.

· While the construction of a pipeline in the North would only take two or three years, its impact would be dramatic since the pipeline would encourage further exploration for other oil and gas reserves in our traditional territories.  We want our citizens to have the opportunity for the long-term employment and transferable skills that may be generated as a result of a pipeline in the Yukon Territory. 

-
We do not want a large influx of workers into our communities.  In our experience, such population influxes serve to adversely impact our communities, citizens and lands: our cultural values and political voices have been marginalized.

· We want apprenticeship opportunities, broad training programs, and preferential recruitment and hiring practices for our citizens.  We want educational and scholarship programs for our youth.

-
In addition to training and employment opportunities, we want to pursue economic development and business opportunities.  

In closing:

· At present, we are developing economic partnerships and business consortiums with industry in order to achieve our objectives of creating meaningful short and long-term benefits.  With your commitment, we can achieve those objectives and there will be benefits for all.

-
As I stated earlier, the Ta’an Kwach’an Council looks forward to working in partnership with the oil and gas industry in a manner that brings benefits to all Yukon citizens and communities.  The Council of Yukon First nations, are serious about responsible oil & gas developments, and generating meaningful opportunities for our citizens, without compromising their social and economic well-being.

· Thank you.

· Shaw Nitahn.






