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KWANLIN DUN FIRST NATION

The Kwanlin Dun is the largest First Nation in the Yukon and has approximately 1,100 citizens, most of whom live in and around the Whitehorse area. Its traditional territory comprises a large area in the south central Yukon.

Historically, the aboriginal people in the Whitehorse area have been disproportionately affected by major developments occurring in the Yukon such as the Klondike Gold Rush and the construction of the Alaska Highway. This is, in part, due to the fact that Whitehorse has been, and continues to be, the most significant transportation hub south of Fairbanks, Alaska and north of Fort St. John, B.C. As a result, the aboriginal people’s subsistence lifestyle, culture and language have been greatly affected by a large influx of people associated with various developments. 

The Kwanlin Dun First Nation is vigorously negotiating land claim final and self-government agreements with the Government of Canada and the Yukon Government. It concluded a framework settlement agreement last March.

The First nation’s goal is to achieve a negotiated, fair and comprehensive agreement that respects the First Nation’s legitimate right to more control of its land and resources. The Kwanlin Dun government believes that such a settlement will not only bring greater self-reliance and economic self-sufficiency to the First Nation, but will also benefit the Yukon in general by providing a stable and supportive investment and business climate. This in turn will greatly enhance the commercial viability, and the timely development of the Alaska Highway Gas Pipeline.

The Kwanlin Dun First Nation is interested in economic development and the long-term economic benefits that will accrue to the First Nation and its citizens from projects such as the pipeline. It also believes that it must be an informed and resourced participant in the planning of such projects. Furthermore, it believes that the environmental, social, cultural and economic impact are properly identified and addressed.
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