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On behalf of our president, Jacob Adams, the North Slope community and the shareholders of Arctic Slope Regional Corporation, I would like to extend a warm welcome to the Governor and the members of the Alaska Highway Natural Gas Policy Council.  ASRC is pleased to assist in hosting the council on its visit to Barrow, and also appreciates this opportunity to present our views related to Alaska’s natural gas resources.

Our desires related to North Slope natural gas exploration and development can be summed up in one statement: We desire access – access to capacity and access to opportunity, and access to the process.

Access to Capacity

As you are probably aware ASRC is the largest landowner on the North Slope outside of the federal government, with title to more than four million acres of surface and subsurface estate.  ASRC’s lands include more than three million acres in the central Arctic foothills, one of America’s premier natural gas provinces.  Together with State-owned lands in the central Arctic there are 11 million acres of land there that may contain more than sixty trillion cubic feet of natural gas, which we strongly believe should have an avenue to market.  Said another way, ASRC believes that any natural gas pipeline leaving the North Slope should provide capacity to accommodate areas of new natural gas production such as in the central Arctic, in addition to the significant identified natural gas reserves around Prudhoe Bay.

Access to Opportunity

The construction and eventual operation of a natural gas pipeline presents many opportunities to all Alaskans.  Jobs in construction, engineering, operations and the support of natural gas-related processing industries all will be welcomed by all Alaskans along the pipeline route.  Our corporation, with established subsidiaries in oilfield construction, surveying and engineering, and pipeline operations, has much to contribute to the construction and operation of a natural gas pipeline.  We are already contributing, for example in the “front-end engineering and design” for a portion of the pipeline along its proposed route through Canada.  We seek continued participation in the design, construction, and future operations of this major development project.  Our companies are competent, they have proven themselves in industry, and most importantly they seek to put our people to work.

Access to the Process

In addition, we do not wish to foreclose any opportunities related to an equity position in the Alaska gas pipeline or any of the related systems.  To this day, there has been little discussion on who will own the pipeline.  The issue is yet unclear, but as it develops ASRC wants to be there

Finally, ASRC would like to join the North Slope Borough, the whaling captains of our villages, and many others in supporting an overland route for the Alaska natural gas pipeline.  In addition to avoiding the placement of a pipeline in the Beaufort Sea, a route from the North Slope paralleling the Trans-Alaska pipeline would provide access to the significant resource base of the central Arctic, opening up a significant hydrocarbon province bringing jobs and revenue to all Alaskans.  We are confident that the oil producers will come to the same conclusion after reviewing all of the issues related to gas development in Alaska. 

Governor and Council members, ASRC welcomes you to Barrow.  We encourage you to get to know this town, one that has virtually grown up on natural gas.  Study the issues related to small town energy needs, necessary infrastructure support, and the quality of life improvements that come with the presence of a safe, reliable natural gas supply.  Our people and our organizations wish to be a part of the process as the idea of natural gas development matures.  When you return to the great debates that surely will ensue regarding Alaska’s natural gas, please do not fail to appreciate the regional resources we provide: our people and our land, and the promise that they both hold for all Alaskans.

